You, of course, also are well aware of the uncertainty which exists in the minds of the directors of the private library resources of the nation and especially of the East as to the full ambitions of the principal Federal collections and especially those in Washington, as to the extent to which the ambitions are likely to be realized and as to the bearing which these things have on the responsibilities of the private reference collections and on the relations of the private libraries to the Federal ones. I have felt that discussion of this subject has always been something less than forthright and that it is perhaps time that we got down to brass tacks, if this can be dared. As this library is national in character, and must from the nature of the case increase even more rapidly in the future than in the past, it cannot be doubted that the people will sanction any wise expenditure to preserve it and to enlarge its usefulness. 
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Ambitions-Present Posture
In matters relating to bibliographical organization, the fundamental operation is still the system of card distribution. There There are now over five thousand libraries in the United States, the product of [the past 50 years]. In addition to accumulating material, they are also striving by organization, by improvement in method, and by co-operation, to give greater efficiency to the material they hold, to make it more widely useful, and by avoidance of unnecessary duplication in process to reduce the costs of its administration.
In these efforts they naturally look for assistance to the Federal library, which though still the Library of Congress, and so entitled, is the one national library of the United States. . . . This library has a unique opportunity to render to the libraries of this country-to American scholarship-service of the highest importance. Resources are now being provided which will develop the collection properly, equip it with the apparatus and service necessary to its effective use, render its bibliographic work widely available, and enable it to become, not merely a center of research, but the chief factor in great cooperative efforts for the diffusion of knowledge and the advancement of learning.
To be "the chief factor in great cooperative efforts." That might well be the ambition of any institution! But, in this phrase I would underline the word "cooperative."
